
 
 

Creative Economy Speaker Series 2013 
 
 
 
What is Creative Economy?  
Every individual and business producing and distributing goods and services in which the 
aesthetic, intellectual, and emotional engagement of the consumer gives the product its 
market value. It encompasses everything from graphic designers to museum curators, 
musicians, performers and artists to landscape architects.  
 
Why is Arts Martha’s Vineyard organizing a Speaker Series? 
The Creative Economy accounts for 10.2% of the overall economy on Martha’s Vineyard. This 
figure is far above average for Massachusetts. Arts Martha’s Vineyard hopes this series will 
inspire discussion among local, regional, and state partners who recognize both the inherent 
and economic value of arts & culture in our community.  
 
Be a part of the discussion! Every Tuesday in October from 11:30am-1:00pm, we’ll meet in the 
Menemsha Room of the Harbor View Hotel. Bring your lunch; coffee and water will be 
provided! 
 
Speaker Schedule 
 

October 1:  Lyz Crane, ArtPlace 
ArtPlace is a collaboration of national and regional foundations, 
federal agencies (including the National Endowment for the Arts), 
and six of the US’ largest banks. They strive to accelerate creative 
placemaking in locales across the country. This past April, ArtPlace 
selected Vineyard Haven as one of America’s Top Small Town 
ArtPlaces. This distinction recognized small towns where arts are 
central to creating the kinds of places where people want to live, 
work, and visit. Lyz will speak on behalf of the national agency, 
highlighting the central elements of creative placemaking. 

 
 

October 8: Local Media Panel 
This year’s media panel – including Island newspapers, radio, and TV – will 
be moderated by a member of the Arts Martha’s Vineyard Steering 
Committee. Topics of discussion will include local media’s relationship 
with Island arts & culture, ways to improve coverage of arts & culture 
events, and increasing critical conversations about the arts on Martha’s 
Vineyard.  

 



 
 
 

October 15:  Betsy Wall, Executive Director Massachusetts Office of Travel & Tourism 
Betsy will present a state-level perspective on the role 
that arts & culture and creative economy play in 
Massachusetts tourism and economic development.  
 

 
 
 
October 22:  Cape Cod Arts & Culture: Wendy Northcross, Director of the Cape Cod 

Chamber of Commerce; Tom Lynch, Town of Barnstable Administrator 
We welcome Wendy and Tom from Cape Cod to share 
their experience with the creative economy on the 
regional scale. Come to hear about their approaches to 
arts & culture on the Cape, and what Martha’s 
Vineyard can do to build its own identity as an arts & 
culture destination. 

 
 
 

October 29:  Helena Fruscio, Creative Economy Industry Director, Massachusetts 
Department of Housing and Economic Development 
Arts Martha’s Vineyard is happy to welcome back Helena Fruscio to 
conclude our speaker series this year. Helena will speak from the state 
perspective on ways to grow and support the creative economy.  


